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May 13, 2019
Dear Parent or Guardian:
This letter is to inform parents of the current acute hepatitis A outbreak in Florida. Since 2018, an
increase in cases of hepatitis A infection have been identified throughout the state. During this time, the
state has seen over 1,500 cases of hepatitis A and the number continues to rise. Pasco County has
been identified as one of the top five impacted counties in Florida.
Although most of the hepatitis A cases seen throughout the state have been in unvaccinated adults with
varying risk factors, unvaccinated children are at risk as well. This is a great opportunity to review your
child’s vaccination records to ensure they have received two doses of hepatitis A vaccine. The vaccine
is a two-dose series, (six months apart) and is not required for school entry; therefore, your child may or
may not have received it during their routine childhood immunizations.
If your child does not have two doses of vaccine, they can receive the vaccine from their pediatrician or
from any of the three health department sites in Pasco County. Parents are encouraged to check their
own vaccination records, as well. Please see the backside of the document for location, hours and
contact numbers.
Hepatitis A is caused by a virus. Touching objects contaminated with feces (poop) of an infected person
and then touching the mouth or food is a common way that this infection is spread. Hepatitis A
symptoms generally begin about 28 days (range 15 to 50 days) after a person is infected, and include:
• Fever
• Fatigue
• Abdominal pain
• Nausea
• Vomiting
• Dark urine
• Clay colored stools
• Jaundice (yellowing of the skin or eyes)
If your child becomes ill with the above symptoms, keep your child home from school and call your
healthcare provider. You can show your health care provider this letter for reference.
In addition to vaccination, the most important measure for preventing spread of many illnesses is good
hand washing. Everyone should wash their hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds after
bathroom visits and before handling food or eating. Hand sanitizers are not effective against hepatitis A.
If you or your doctor have any questions, please contact the DOH-Pasco Epidemiology Program at
(352) 521-1450 option 2.

Florida Department of Health in Pasco County
Garik Nicholson, Epidemiology Program Manager
13941 15th Street, Dade City, FL, 33525
PHONE: 352/521-1450 option 2 • FAX: 352/521-1435
FloridaHealth.gov

Where Can I Get Vaccinated?
New Port Richey - Main Office
10841 Little Road
New Port Richey, FL 34654
(727) 861-5260
Hours: Monday – Friday: 8:00am – 5pm
Dade City
13941 15th Street
Dade City, FL 33525
(352) 521-1450
Hours: Monday – Thursday: 8:00am – 5pm
Wesley Chapel
33845 FL-54 Suite 102
Wesley Chapel, FL 33543
(813) 780 - 0740
Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8:00am to 5pm

Child’s Pediatrician
Local retail pharmacy (CVS, Walgreens, Publix, Walmart, etc.)

